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Welcome When are
to the April the GCSE
newsletter! Exams?
As the exam season commences, the
English and Mathematics Department
are keen to share all of the information
and additional resources that are
available for both you and your son/
daughter to support their achievement
of GCSE English and/or Maths
in 2018/2019. Subsequent to the
publication of the 2017/2018 National
Achievement Rates in March, the team
are delighted to report that following
our examination results for 2017/2018,
our learners have performed so well
that we are within the top 10% nationally
for General Further Education Colleges
(GFE) in the country for high grades
in terms of 16-18 year olds for GCSE
Mathematics for the 2nd year running!
This has also led us to be the top
performing GFE in Yorkshire. We are
keen to ensure that our learners get the
best support possible. The aim of this
newsletter is to ensure you have all the
information and tools you require to
support your son/daughter in achieving
a Grade 4 (formally C) or above in the
May/June examinations. We are always
here for questions and queries so please
do not hesitate to contact us should you
need to. Working together with these
young people we have the best chance
of success!

For all morning examinations, learners need
to attend by 9.15am at the latest.

Learners will be sent rooming information
formally by letter. If they are unsure on the
day, the Reception on each site will have the
seating allocation lists

GCSE Maths

Final Examinations:
There are 3 final examinations for GCSE
Maths and learners MUST attend all three.

• Tuesday 21 May 2019 (AM)
Paper 1: Non-Calculator
• Thursday 6 June 2019 (AM)
Paper 2: Calculator
• Tuesday 11 June 2019 (AM)
Paper 3: Calculator

Equipment needed for the Maths exams:
• Scientific Calculator
(for the calculator papers)
• Pen, pencil, rubber and sharpener
• Maths kit –
compass, protractor and 30cm ruler

GCSE English

Final Examinations:
There are 2 final examinations for GCSE
English and learners MUST attend both
examinations

• Tuesday 4 June 2019 (AM)
• Friday 7 June 2019 (AM)

Teresa George
(Head of Curriculum Area for English,
Mathematics and Additional Learning
Support)

Equipment needed for the English exams:
•

Pen, pencil, rubber and sharpener

•

Highlighters for reading texts

What additional sessions your son
/daughter should be attending
We have a number of additional sessions that are open to all learners who are sitting the GCSE
exams. Here is a reminder of all the sessions that are available for your son/daughter on top of
their class time for the subject.
85% of learners who had over 90% attendance to their GCSE classes and attended a
minimum of 1 additional session a week, achieved a grade 4 (previously C) in 17/18. It is
expected that learners all attend a minimum of 1 additional session. All sessions are held in
the Success Centre on either site unless otherwise stated.

GCSE Maths Intervention Timetable
LOCATION

Monday

Tuesday
10.30am-12.30pm
Sue Gresswell

Bridlington

3-4.30pm
Betty Allott

Tutor led session

All classes in the Success Centre

Wednesday

2-4.30pm
Glynis Day

Thursday
9.30am-3pm
Davina Allan
3-4.30pm
Geoff Green

Friday

1.30-2.30pm
Faith Williams

Maths underpinning skills

GCSE English Intervention Timetable
LOCATION

Bridlington

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

10am-12pm
Janet MacArthur

9am-12pm
Glynis Day

10-11am
Kymm Johnson

2-3pm
Ros Windley

3-4.30pm
Kymm Johnson

2-3pm
Glynis Day

Tutor led session

Thursday

Friday

9.30-10.30pm
Gail Stone

9.30-11.30am
Kim Brown

English underpinning skills

What will my son/daughter be doing in these sessions?
BLUE SESSIONS: These are taught sessions for GCSE Maths and English with the tutors.
For maths, sessions are based on learners’ individual skills gaps that have been highlighted
in the recent mock exams. These usually include work (but not exclusively) on standard form,
rearranging formulae, transformations, angles and Pythagoras Theorem.
For English, sessions are based on learners’ individual skills gaps that have been highlighted
in the recent mock exams. These usually include work (but not exclusively) on creative writing,
compare and contrast, language features, how to respond to structure questions and writing
non-fiction.
ORANGE SESSIONS: These are sessions with dedicated Learning Support Advisors that
look at the underpinning skills that may need bridging specifically on topics that are within
the Grade 1-3 boundaries for English and maths to support maximisation of all marks on the
papers.

What sessions should your son/daughter be
attending over Easter and May half term?
We have planned a number of sessions to support revision in and around the examinations.
Learners should attend a minimum of 1 session within the week. It is often the case that some
learners may not feel the first examination has gone well and need extra encouragement to
support the rest of the exams. It is really important that learners are aware that even if one
exam does not go to plan, they can still pick up the marks from the remaining examinations
and not to give up hope!
All sessions are to be held in the Success Centre unless otherwise stated.

Easter sessions
Week 1

Mon 8 April

Tue 9 April

Wed 10 April

Thu 11 April

Fri 12 April

Maths G62

No sessions

No sessions

No sessions

No sessions

No sessions

GCSE English
Success Centre

No sessions

No sessions

10am - 12pm
& 12.30 - 2.30pm
Laura Longman

10am - 12pm
& 12.30 - 2.30pm
Laura Longman

No sessions

Week 2

Mon 15 April

Tue 16 April

Wed 17 April

Thu 18 April

Fri 19 April

Maths G62

9.30am - 12pm
1pm - 4.30pm
Vicky Hall

9.30am - 12pm
1pm - 4.30pm
Vicky Hall

9.30am - 12pm
1pm - 4.30pm
Geoff/Betty

9am - 12pm
Geoff Green

No sessions

10am - 12pm
& 12.30 - 2.30pm
Laura Longman

Tue 28 May

Wed 29 May

Thu 30 May

Fri 31 May

9.30am - 12pm
1pm - 4.30pm
Vicky Hall

9.30am - 12pm
1pm - 4.30pm
Geoff/Betty

9.30am - 12pm
1pm - 4.30pm
Vicky Hall

9.30am - 12pm
1pm - 4.30pm
Vicky Hall

10am - 12pm
& 12.30 - 2.30pm
Gail Stone

10am - 12pm
& 12.30 - 2.30pm
Laura Longman

10am - 12pm
& 12.30 - 2.30pm
Laura Longman

10am - 12pm
& 12.30 - 2.30pm
Kymm Johnson

GCSE English
Success Centre

No sessions

No sessions

Good Friday
Bank Holiday

May half term sessions
Mon 27 May
Maths G62

GCSE English
Success Centre

9am - 2pm
Faith Williams
May Day
Bank Holiday
No sessions

Revision sessions on the nights before the exams

Whist we want to promote that learners should be spending all the time they can revising,
we also appreciate that the night before the exam is a critical time to iron out any final
misconceptions about topics that could arise in the exams and there is an expectation that all
learners are in attendance. These again will be held in the Success Centre as follows:

GCSE Mathematics
Paper 1 - Monday 20 May
4pm-5pm Betty Allott (F48)

Paper 2 - Wednesday 5 June
5pm-6pm Geoff Green

Paper 3 - Monday 10 June
4pm-5pm Betty Allott (F48)

GCSE English
Paper 1 - Monday 3 June
5pm-6pm Kim Brown

Paper 2 - Thursday 6 June
4pm-5pm Kim Brown

What will happen on the
mornings of the exams?
Free tea
& toast

It is really important that all of
the learners are up and ready for
the examinations. For all learners
who are sitting the GCSE
examinations, we will be offering
FREE tea and toast on each
of the mornings of the exams
between 7.45am-8.15am at both
the Beverley and Bridlington
sites.

7.45am-8.15am

Encouraging your son/daughter
to attend will give them the
chance to wake up and be ready
for the exams ahead. With all
the GCSE tutors on hand these
mornings, even some last minute
revision time!
Between 8am-9.15am, the GCSE Tutors will be available (rooms TBC) for any last minute
revision and support as follows:

on exam
days

GCSE English

GCSE Maths

Paper 1
Tuesday 4 June

Kymm Johnson
Kim Brown
Gail Stone

Paper 1
Tuesday 21 May

Vicky Hall
Geoff Green

Paper 2
Friday 7 June

Kim Brown
Gail Stone
Teresa George

Paper 2
Thursday 6 June

Geoff Green

Paper 3
Tuesday 11June

Vicky Hall

All Learners must be on the College site and ready outside their dedicated examination
room by 9.15am. If learners are unsure of their room (which they will receive by letter),
there will be a list at the Reception with all allocations. It WILL be busy on these days, so
they need to make sure that they here in good time.

PLEASE NOTE: ALL EXAMS WILL COMMENCE AT 9.30AM NATIONALLY
and latecomers will not be allowed to enter the room inline with jcq restrictions.

How can I help at home?
The good news is that you don’t need to be an expert in any of the subjects to make a real
difference! You also don’t need to give up your life and other responsibilities – you just need to
know how best to spend the time you do have.
One of the hardest demands on students is that of understanding the long-term importance of
doing the best they can, and learning to shelve short-term fun at times in the interest of longterm benefits (not easy even for adults).
Learners will also differ in their levels of maturity, their ability to take responsibility for their
learning, organisational skills and levels of motivation.
This is where parents come in. Your support, encouragement and interest can make a
spectacular difference to your son/daughter’s motivation and ability to cope with the academic
and organisational demands of the exam period; as well as juggling the completion of their
main vocational programme of study. Encouraging revision at home and the take up of the
additional sessions we have put in place will help.

GCSE Maths
For GCSE Maths we have a number of online resources that your son/daughter can access
for revision outside of the College. These will support with exam type questions and also
video tutorials of topics they need support with. The two many resources are MathsWatch
and Method Maths. Details of how to access these are as follows:
		Maths Watch: www.vle.mathswatch.co.uk
		Username: The last 6 digits of their student ID e.g. ID@eastriding
		Password: 123456 or Maths1
		MethodMaths: www.methodmaths.com
		Centre ID: eastride
		Username: Last 6 digits of their learner ID
		Password: 123456

GCSE English
For GCSE English, the best resources are to continue with practice papers online or visit the
BBC GCSE Bitesize for a whole host of activities that will support with exam preparation.
These can be found at the following links:
AQA GCSE English practice
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/assessment-resources
BBC GCSE Bitesize – remember that the exam board is AQA for both English and maths.
The link for English can be found here:
https://www.bbc.com/education/examspecs/zcbchv4

Why not come along to our
parents’ events?
In the run up to the examinations, we have organised a session for parents of those learners
who are sitting the GCSE Exams in May/June. This is your opportunity to join the team for a
cup of tea or coffee whilst looking further into how you can support your son/daughter in the
final run up to the exams. If you would like to attend either of the events, please contact Elaine
Batten on 01262 390717 or via email at elaine.batten@eastridingcollege.ac.uk by Friday 3
May 2019.

Supporting your child
with GCSE English revision

Date: Tuesday 14 May 2019
Time: 5pm - 6pm
Location: Bridlington (sign in at Reception to be directed)

Supporting your child with
GCSE Maths revision

Date: Tuesday 7 May 2019
Time: 5pm - 6pm
Location: Bridlington (sign in at Reception to be directed)
What will we be looking at?
The aim of the session is to run through in more detail how you can support your son/daughter
in the run up the examinations. The GCSE teams will be going through the key areas of the
examination that can support the difference between a grade 3 and a grade 4. There will also
be the opportunity for Q&A.

Who should I contact if I require further information or have any
questions?
Teresa George (Head of Curriculum Area for English, Maths and Additional Learning Support)
Email: Teresa.george@eastridingcollege.ac.uk
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Working together = exam success!
Faith Williams (Curriculum Leader for Mathematics)
Email: Faith.Williams@eastridingcollege.ac.uk

www.eastridingcollege.ac.uk
info@eastridingcollege.ac.uk
0345 120 0044

