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CELEBRATING: Higher education students are recognised for 
their achievents at Bridlington Priory.

I very much hope that you 
have enjoyed the first term 
of the new academic year 
and that you are on track to 
successfully complete your 
course.  

There is much to look forward 
to in the new year including 
Equality and Diversity Week, 
beginning on 20 January and 
Stay Safe Online Week, 3 to 7 
February 2013.

As we progress through the 
spring term your tutors and 
members of the guidance 
team will be providing you 
with information about the 
progression opportunities 
available to you upon 
completion of your current 
course. Remember, if you’re not 
sure about what to do at the 
end of your course, talk to us. 
Our expert guidance officers 
are here to help you.

As the autumn term draws 
to a close I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish you 
a very happy Christmas and 
successful New Year.  I look 
forward to welcoming you 
back to the College on Monday 
6 January 2013.

 

David Daulby
Director of learner services, 
collaboration and diversity
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his coaching session.

“We’re now looking forward to 
putting the MUGA to good use 
during sports lessons but also 
the extra-curricular sports and 
fun physical activity sessions 
that are open to everyone.”

Sports student Zach Briggs, 17, 
from Bridlington said: “I really 
enjoyed meeting Chris and 
finding out what it’s like to be 
an elite athlete.

“It was also great to use the 
MUGA for the first time during 
Chris’ coaching session. We can’t 
wait to start using it!”

The MUGA has a multi-use 
tarmac surface, enclosed by 
mesh fencing. It will be available 
for use by students but also for 
community groups and clubs 
for sports and activities for 
adults and children.

GOING FOR GOLD: Students attend opening of new sports facility

Olympic long jumper 

opens Muga

Olympic long jumper Chris 
Tomlinson has officially 
opened the College’s new 
£220,000 sports facility in 
Bridlington.

The “multi-use games area” 
(MUGA) has a playing surface 
covering 1,789 square metres 
and will be used for a wide 
variety of sports.

It accommodates three tennis 
courts, two five-a-side football 
pitches and three basketball 
courts, and is also marked out 
for netball, volleyball, handball, 
hockey and cricket practice.

The facility will be used by 
students on sports courses 
as part of their practical and 
coaching sessions and by others 
in their extra-curricular activities, 
as well as by the community 

and sports clubs.

Chris said: “It was great to meet 
the students. They were really 
keen to find out what it’s like to 
be an athlete and make a living 
from working in the industry.

“It’ll be excellent for the College 
students to have the MUGA so 
they can take part in outdoor 
sessions in athletics, netball, 
football and other sports 
throughout the year.

“It’s a real boost for students on 
sports courses but also those 
who are interested in the kinds of 
activities that will be taking place 
on it.”

Matt Jeffery, the College’s sport 
maker, said: “The students were 
fascinated by what Chris had to 
say and they really benefitted 
from spending the morning 
talking to him and taking part in 
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Student’s doctorate story
A mum-of-three who got 
back into education at East 
Riding College has told 
current students her story 
after being accepted for a 
doctorate at the University 
of Hull.
Michelle Connor, 40, of 
Beverley, graduated from the 
university in the summer with 
a first class BSc in Psychology 
and her dissertation is to be 
published in an academic 
journal.

But she returned to the 
College to tell learners who 
are following in her footsteps 
on the Level Three Access to 
Higher Education Diploma 
about the inspiration and 
support she received from 
tutors.

Michelle said: “The Access 
course definitely provided 
me with a firm foundation 
on which to do a degree by 
enabling me to learn essay and 
report writing, presentation 
skills and referencing.

“The tutors really prepared me 
for studying at higher level so 
nothing was a complete shock. 
I had really good relationships 
with them and I have kept in 
touch with them. “

She has now graduated from 
the university and is about 
to begin her doctorate. Her 
dissertation, on reasons 
why students abstain from 
alcohol has been lined up for 
publication in a psychology 
journal.

One of her tutors, Gill Cook, 
said: “Every year the Access 
programme provides learners 
with the entry qualifications, 
skills and confidence to make 
the step up to higher education.

“Michelle worked very hard on 

the course and has clearly 
continued to do so in her 
degree. We are delighted with 
her achievement and wish 
her the best of luck for her 
doctorate.”

inspires

FIRM FOUNDATION: Michelle started on the Access programme
at the College
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The College is to hold a special themed 
week in February aimed at helping 
students to avoid dangers associated 
with the internet.

Stay Safe Online Week will run from 
February 3 to 9 and will include a range 
of resources and information.

The aims of the week are:

•  To make you aware of the risks 
    associated with using the internet  
    and social media

•  To encourage you to use the internet  
    and social media responsibly

•  To keep you safe whilst you are online

The week will cover topics such as 
cyberbullying, safety on Facebook and 
Twitter, instant messaging, chat rooms 
and the sharing of information online, 
such as name, address, date of birth and 
images of yourself.

It will include drop-in safety clinics 
where students will be able to find out 
more about how to protect themselves 
by using the privacy settings on social 
media.

Director of learner services David Daulby 
said: “Online safety is a very big issue 
today and will continue increasing 
in importance as people, especially 
younger people, spend more and more 
time on the internet.

“Stay Safe Online Week will give learners 
a range of information and practical 
tips to help you make sure you don’t fall 
victim.”

Resources, including videos, will be 
available at 

www.eastridingcollege.ac.uk/safeonline

inspires Sa e
nline week

3-9February2014
Sa e

nline week
3-9February2014

Safety tips:
•	 Don’t	give	out	personal	inf

ormation	such	as	

	 your	address	or	phone	num
ber

•	 Don’t	open	emails	or	attachments	from	people		

	 you	don’t	know.

•	 Don’t	become	online	‘friends’	with	peop
le	you		

	 don’t	know.

•	 Never	arrange	to	meet	someone	in	person	who		

	 you’ve	met	online.

•	 If	anything	you	see	or	read
	online	worries	you,  

 tell someone about it.
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Road safety
Campaign Launch

is very happy to support and 
promote this campaign to our 
young people.  The students 
who were involved found it a 
very worthwhile experience and 
were all affected by the final 
images on the posters.”

Performing arts student Ryan 
Wilson, 19, who appeared in 
the campaign, said: “It is really 
important for all people of my 
age to be aware of the effects 
and consequences of dangerous 
driving. Some of the images will 
stay with me for a long time.”

The campaign was brought 
about off the back of the hugely 
successful TOM Foundation 
Speed Dating events, at which it 
was noticed that young people 
didn’t seem to be fully aware 
of the dangers associated with 
phones, seatbelts and general 
distraction. 

In many cases young people 
talked about not wanting to 
wear a seatbelt as it could crease 
clothes and texting at the wheel 
seemed to be commonplace.

Students helped launch an 
innovative road safety campaign 
aimed at making young people 
more aware of the dangers and 
consequences of reckless driving.

The campaign takes the shape 
of a series of posters and 
advertisements based on the 
format of a traditional fruit 
machine and is jointly funded 
by the TOM (Take One Moment) 
Foundation and the Yorkshire 
Ambulance Service (YAS) with 
support from staff and students 
at the College.

The campaign focuses on four 
key areas where lives are still 
being lost because of the actions 
of drivers: Texting and driving, 
talking on the phone while 
driving, not wearing a seatbelt 
and being distracted by friends 
or loud music. The iconic new 
posters, which feature students 
from East Riding College, were 
distributed across the region 
during national Road Safety 
Week (November 18 to 24).

Enrichment officer Tracy 
Underwood said: “The College 

The New Horizons Travel Hub 
on the Gallows Lane site has 
been officially opened. 

The Travel Hub, in the Westwood 
building next to the restaurant 
reception, has been set up to 
give staff, students and other 
customers face-to-face point of 
contact. 

New Horizons manager Katrina 
Diamantis said: “This will allow 
staff and students to get costings 
for those well-earned holidays. All 
bookings will be made through 
New Horizons Travel Agency as 
you are accustomed to but this 
will allow the team to offer you a 
more personalised service.”

The Travel Hub will offer 
information about prices, 
destinations, tour operators 
and the many different types of 
holidays there are on offer. 

The Travel Hub will be open 
from 9.30am until 4.30pm every 
Wednesday and Friday. It is run 
by Katrina and Sophie Jones with 
the help of a number of travel 
and tourism students. 

For further information, email 
travelhub@eastriding.ac.uk 

New Travel 
Hub opens 
at Beverley



December2013 7

Trainee joiners from the 
Beverley campus have been 
polishing their skills by 
undertaking work at a nearby 
stables.

The group, who are studying 
towards a Level One Diploma 
in Site Carpentry, have been 
spending two days a week 
outside of their normal 
timetable on the project.

They have been mending and 
replacing fences and cross 
country jumps, and gaining 
essential experience in on-site 
working.

Jake West, 17, from Hull, said: “It 
gives us a chance to work using 
our initiative and in groups, 
rather than set individual tasks, 
producing things that have a 

purpose and are used  
rather than being thrown 
 away at the end of the day.

“It also gives us an 
understanding of how to act 
and speak in a workplace and 
gives us the chance to acquire 
new skills that we otherwise 
would not have learnt.”

Tutor Craig Leach said: “Work 
experience is an important part 
of most East Riding College 
courses and the students are 
really grateful to have been 
given this opportunity by the 
owners of the stables.

“As well allowing them to 
practice their skills on a live 
project, this has allowed us to 
build further links with local 
businesses.”

Joinery students  
gain work experience
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Higher Education Awards

Celebrating success

Principal, Derek Branton 
said: “The ceremony was an 
enjoyable family occasion. We 
heard from many graduates 
about how their new 
qualifications had supported 
them to advance in their jobs 
or find new employment 
opportunities, which is exactly 
what these courses are 
designed for.

“It is so pleasing to see the 
sense of pride that this level 
of success at higher education 
level instils in our learners and 
the positive impact that is 
having on their lives. We are 
delighted to have supported 
them in their achievements.”

Graduates and their families 
packed the Priory Church 
of St Mary in Bridlington to 
celebrate the achievements 
of higher education students 
from the College.

The church was full with 
about 400 people attending 
the event, which saw students 
presented with scrolls by 
Principal Derek Branton in 
recognition of the successful 
completion of their course.

The winner of the student of 
the year award was Madaline 
Palmer, 44, from Hessle, who 
studied on the Foundation 
Degree in Early Childhood 
Policy and Practice.

She was chosen for the award 
because of her passion for her 
studies and using what she 
learned to drive standards 
in the care of children in the 
nursery where she works. 

Madaline, a nursery nurse at 
the McMillan Nursery School 
in North Hull Estate, started 
off on one of College’s bite 
size study skills courses prior 
to the foundation degree and 
steadily grew in confidence 
over the years to achieve first 
class marks.  

She has now progressed to 
a “top-up” degree with the 
College, a one-year course 
which will turn the foundation 

degree into a full BA (Hons), 
with a view to then doing a 
PGCE teacher’s qualification. 
Her ambition is to become a 
childcare tutor.

She said: “The course has really 
helped me to fulfil my role at 
work and spurred me to do 
further training. 

 “I’m really pleased to receive 
the award and I want to thank 
the College, particularly my 
tutors Gerry and Sophie, my 
employer and my course mates 
for their support throughout.

“I would also like to thank 
my family for their continued 
support through the time I have 
been doing the course.” 

HATS OFF:	Higher	education	students	celebrating	outside	the	Priory		
after	the	awards	ceremoney
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Higher Education Awards

Celebrating success

HATS OFF:	Higher	education	students	celebrating	outside	the	Priory		
after	the	awards	ceremoney
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Boxing star’s visit encourages

students

“The opportunity to support 
such community sports 
programmes is a real privilege 
for me. 
“I’m hopeful that by using 
the Olympic and Paralympic 
legacy from London 2012 and 
through my experiences in 
competing at elite level, I can 
inspire all the young people 
in attendance to sustain their 
sports participation.”

Students were inspired by 
visits from Great Britain 
boxing star Amanda Coulson 
to their sports sessions.

The former Amateur Boxing 
Association British champion 
coached learners and took 
part in question and answer 
sessions during their weekly 
boxing coaching sessions 
at the Beverley campus and 
Bridlington Sports Centre.

They form part of the College’s 
Active! scheme, which aims to 
encourage students who are 
less likely to play sport to take 
part in regular exercise.

The visit was made possible 
by Sportivate, a National 
Lottery funded Olympic and 
Paralympic legacy initiative.

Student Jason Cooper, 16, said: 
“It was a really good experience 
boxing with Amanda. It’s so 
inspiring knowing where she 
came from and what she went 
onto achieve.” 

Christie Lamb, 18, said: “I really 
enjoyed the session and 
Amanda was excellent. You 
could see she’s really talented.”
To help inspire and motivate 
Sportivate participants, Sport 
England’s Sporting Champions 
team of current and retired 
elite athletes, many of whom 
competed at London 2012, 
are visiting Sportivate sessions 
to share their experiences and 

enthusiasm for sport.
In her capacity as a Sporting 
Champion, Amanda hopes she 
can use the inspiring memories 
of London 2012 to help the 
young people at this boxing 
project which is supported by 
the Humber Sports Partnership, 
stay in sport one year on from 
the Olympic Games.
She said: “I really enjoyed visiting 
this exciting Sportivate boxing 
project at East Riding College. 
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Festival Football

Festival  
of football
East Riding College hosted the first of this term’s 
League4all 5-a-side football festivals on the new 
MUGA (multi-use games area) pitch after the facility 
was officially opened by Olympic long jumper Chris 
Tomlinson. 

Shipley, Franklin and Bishop Burton colleges competed 
against teams from both our Beverley and Bridlington 
campuses with our Bridlington boys doing particularly 
well, drawing 2 – 2 in the final against Shipley 1st team. 

Sport maker Matt Jeffery said: “It was a great afternoon 
with each team playing four games, with the new 
surface allowing for a fast paced brand of football that 
had the goalkeepers working overtime.”
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Students took part in a range of fun  
activities for Children in Need this year.  
These included coming to College in fancy dress or 
onesies, selling hand-made birthday cards, tombolas 
and all sorts of other things. Motor vehicle maintenance 
learners also carried out winter services checks on cars to 
raise extra cash.

What we did for
Children in Need

BUSY: Students raising money for 
Pudsey throughout the College

Many thanks for 
your support!
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Do you have plans to progress to university?
Are you on a level one, two or three course and not sure what to do next? 
It’s never too early to start planning!
The College provides excellent support to ensure you have all the necessary information and 
opportunities, to decide whether this progression route is the right choice for you. We also offer 
our own full time higher education progression routes in College:

	 	 •	 Foundation	Degree	in	Applied	Digital	Media
	 	 •	 BA	(Hons)	Contemporary	Media,	Design	and	Production
	 	 •	 Foundation	Degree	in	Early	Childhood	Policy	and	Practice
	 	 •	 Foundation	Degree	in	Learning	Support
	 	 •	 Foundation	Degree	in	Sports,	Exercise	and	Health	Sciences
	 	 •	 Foundation	Degree	in	Computing
	 	 as	well	as	a	large	range	of	HNC,	HNDs	and	teaching	qualifications

Guidance services manager Mel Brown said: “With tuition 
fees on the rise it is becoming more and more important to 
understand the new eligibility criteria to apply for student loans 
and grants, what it means to you and how it is paid back. 
“Visit Moodle and check out the HE finance 2013 PowerPoint 
presentation to get a feel of what it actually means.”

The guidance team delivers a set of UCAS tutorials to help you 
understand how you apply for a higher education course and give you the 

opportunity to gather as much information as possible to enable you to make an informed decision 
about your next step. These include information on why go on to higher education, the UCAS 
application process, how to apply, your personal statement, university visits and higher education 
finance.
   If you are considering going to university in the future and feel you would like to know more,  
      please visit reception and book an appointment with a guidance officer.

Higher education?

Ask the team!
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East Riding College has been 
named the College with 
the best higher education 
student satisfaction ratings 
in East Yorkshire.

Some 88 per cent of the 
College’s students said they 
were satisfied with the overall 
quality of their degree or 
other higher level course, 
compared to the average 
score of 85 per cent for all 
institutions nationally, which 
includes all universities.

In particular, students said 
that staff were good at 
explaining things, enthusiastic 
and accessible, and that their 
course was intellectually 
stimulating, with over 90 
per cent agreeing to these 
statements.

The National Student Survey, 
carried out by the Higher 
Education Funding Council 
for England, drew responses 
from about 304,000 final 
year students at 154 higher 
education institutions and 165 
further education colleges.

Principal Derek Branton said: 
“This is an excellent outcome 
for East Riding College and 
demonstrates the very high 
quality of teaching and learning 
across the full range of degrees, 
teacher training and other 
higher level courses.

“Our main focus is to ensure 
that students are challenged 
and stimulated by their higher 
education experience, feel they 
are getting excellent value for 
money and complete their 

course with a qualification 
that will help them to achieve 
their career goals.

“In particular, we know our 
students feel they benefit 
from the high levels of contact 
time with their tutors and the 
excellent support and advice 
they provide.”

The survey, conducted by 
Ipsos MORI, provides valuable 
information for prospective 
students, and helps 
universities and colleges to 
further improve the education 
they provide.

Colleges and universities are 
asked to encourage students 
to complete the survey 
but cannot influence their 
responses.

HE student  
satisfaction high
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Flemingate

update
The College has taken further 
steps towards securing its 
relocation within Beverley. 

Following the approval of outline 
plans for houses on the Gallows 
Lane site, the College has been 
busy working to put in place 
the legal contracts related 

to both the sale of the site in 
Gallows Lane and the purchase 
of the site in Flemingate. 

The College has now concluded 
putting together the necessary 
legal agreements in terms of the 
acquisition of land at Flemingate 
and the disposal of the Gallows 

Lane campus. 

It will now be working closely 
with the nominated building 
contractor, Houlton, towards 
commencing construction of 
the new campus in the spring 
of 2014 with an opening in time 
for the 2015/16 academic year.

TASTY: Foundation studies students at the Gallows 
Lane campus had MACMILLAN cake sale, and raised 
£82 for the charity.

Cake  
sale  
boosts
charity
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Students at the College have 
been learning about the 
consequences of dangerous 
driving at an innovative 
event at the Beverley and 
Bridlington campuses.

The College organised the 
“speed dating” road safety event 
in conjunction with the TOM 
Foundation, a local charity, 
to press home the message 
about driving carefully to young 
people.

It saw students talking with 
paramedics, police, firefighters 
and representatives of the TOM 
Foundation and Safer Roads 
Humber, spending five minutes 
with each before moving onto 

the next.

Enrichment officer Tracy 
Underwood said: “All of the 
students who attended this 
event thought it was thought 
provoking and vital to all young 
drivers and car passengers.

“The event raised their awareness 
of the effects and consequences 
of dangerous driving through 
talks and imagery, which will stay 
with them for long time.”

The event continued an 
association with the TOM 
Foundation, which has worked 
with the College on a road safety 
promotional campaign which is 
to be used regionally.

The campaign, developed 
by Leven company Harper 
Creative, is being funded by 
The TOM Foundation and by 
Yorkshire Ambulance Service 
charitable fund.

The images of the students will 
play a vital role in demonstrating 
carelessness and common 
actions that can leave drivers 
and passengers in extremely 
dangerous situations.

The topics being targeted 
by the campaign are talking 
on the phone whilst driving, 
texting and driving, not wearing 
seatbelts, and passenger 
distraction that can lead to car 
accidents

DRIVING SAFELY: Students find out how to keep themselves safe whilst driving through a series of fast 
talks from the emergency services.

Students benefit from 

road safety event
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