
As part of the supported 
internships programme 
Scott took up a work 
placement within the 
College’s marketing 
department.  He already 
knew the marketing team 
through his volunteer role 
as part of the College 
help crew, a group of 
student volunteers who 
often help out at College 
events such as open days.

Scott has an interest in 
social media and already 
runs his own fan account 
for Hull City so it was a 
good match to place Scott 
within a marketing team 
with a strong social media 
focus.

Marketing and 
Communications Manager 
Karen Shead said:

The marketing team were  
delighted to be able to 
offer Scott an internship as  
we knew he was a long-
standing and dedicated 
member of the help crew.  
He has been able to 
develop his work skills on  
the social media side of  
marketing through assisting 
our Digital Marketing 
Coordinator with multiple  
campaigns, including Tik 
Tok content generation, 

“He has fitted 
right into the 
team and we’re 
glad to have him 
as our intern.”

Scott’s getting  
ready for  
employment
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writing posts to advertise  
courses and producing  
videos and photography.  
He’s also experienced 
being part of busy 
marketing team, helping 
out with other marketing 
activities such as design 
and mailings.

He has fitted right into 
the team and we’re glad 
to have him as our intern.”

Scott says. “I have 
found working with the 
East Riding College 
Marketing Department 
really exciting getting 
an inside knowledge 
of the social media/
marketing world. I have 
fully enjoyed working 
with the Department 
because I have gained 
further knowledge, skills 
and confidence that 
will give me that extra 
help/experience that I 
will need to further my 
career in Marketing.”

“I have gained further knowledge, 
skills and confidence that will give 
me that extra help/experience that 
I will need to further my career in 
Marketing.”
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College from Archbishop 
Sentamu Academy in Hull.

He has autism, dyslexia, 
dyspraxia and a speech 
impediment, which means 
he found his time at school  
difficult and found it 
particularly hard to talk 
to new people – although 
you wouldn’t know it now.  
Ryan is working in a paid 

position as a Teaching 
Assistant/Peer Mentor at 
Northcott Special School 
as part of the wellbeing 
team.  He spends his time 
talking to students about 
any issues they’re facing 
and organising group 
activities.  

Ryan got the job through 
volunteering for HeadStart 
Hull - a mental health charity 
funded by the Lottery.  He’s 
volunteered there for 5 
years and did an unpaid 
placement at Northcott 
through them.  

Ryan has been at East 
Riding College for the 
past 4 years, starting in 
Foundation at Entry Level 
2 - Skills For Working 
Life.  He is now on Level 1 
Sport having progressed 
through the levels.  

“I wouldn’t have been able  
to do this job if it wasn’t for  
my foundation courses.  
Because you work on 
communication, working 
in a group, etc, as part of 
the course we did work 
experience at Laurel 
Vines, a vineyard near 
Beverley.  That put the 
idea of having a work ethic 
into my brain – that this is 
how you should work!”

“My sport course is the 
first ‘mainstream’ course 
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Ryan thankful 
for wrap-around
support

Former Foundation learner 
Ryan Laybourne aged 19 is 
now studying Level 1 Sport 
at East Riding College 
whilst also holding down a 
part-time job at Northcott 
Special School.

Ryan is right to be proud 
that he has gone from 
strength to strength 
since joining East Riding 

“If you’re unsure and you come 
from a similar background to me, 
this is where you want to be.”
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“They taught me life 
skills and helped me 
build my confidence 
up”

that I’ve done and I 
progressed there through 
everything the foundation 
courses taught me. If it 
wasn’t for the Foundation 
teaching team I don’t 
know where I’d be now. 
The College has really 
helped me from Foundation 
onwards, they taught me 
life skills and helped me 
build my confidence up. 
As part of enrichment we 
also went to a school and 
taught children sport, which 
inspired me to go down 
the sport route.”

“My first courses at the 
College really helped 
me, you get life skills, 
everything you need to 
move on to what you want 
to do in College.  You 
do a bit of sport, cooking, 
photography, with really 
good support staff and 
the tutors are amazing.  
Anything you need help 
with they’re there, they’ll 
go out of their way to 
help you.  They get you 
in shape, ready to move 
on and they help make 
your future brighter.  I 
discovered that I wanted to 
do sport through the course. 
So, if you’re unsure and 
you come from a similar 
background to me, this is 
where you want to be.”

Ryan insists the College’s 
inclusive approach was key.  
He said, “The support you 
get at College means it 
all comes together to get 

you to the next step.  I even 
volunteered at open events 
and did some filming, that 
helped my confidence 
meeting new people and 
made me feel welcomed 
at the College.  Everyone 
at College helped me and 
included me in everything, 
which was good, and how 
it’s meant to be.  My speech 
improved because I was 
doing more with other 
people and feeling more 
relaxed.” 

Ryan took his inspiration 
from the staff at College, 
identifying early on 
that he wanted to be a 
teaching assistant.  He 
says, “That’s why I work 
at Nortcott as a teaching 
assistant, because I can 
see what difference they 
make to young people in 

the classroom.  In my first 
year at the College I said 
to someone ‘I want to be 
like you’, and they said 
work hard and you could 
be, and here I am four years 
on, working as a teaching 
assistant at 19.

“Emma, Sylvia, Ellesha, 
Carla and Paul were my 
inspiration.  If it hadn’t been 
for Paul the maths tutor I 
wouldn’t have got on in 
maths and English. He’s a 
really good tutor, he’s really 
focussed on what you 
need.  Before, I used to be 
a bit bad so I got sent out 
of class and didn’t have to 
deal with it because I was 
embarrassed.  But I turned 
it around with Paul, I enjoy 
being there and now I am 
doing level 2 maths and 
English because of him.”

“Everyone at College 
helped me and included 
me in everything, 
which was good, and 
how it’s meant to be.”


