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Welcome back! I hope you enjoyed the Christmas break and that you’re looking forward to the 
exciting and interesting activities 2015 has in store.

There is much to look forward to this term. February is Equality and Diversity Month which 
will give you opportunities to learn more about religion, race and disability through a range of 
events. Our sport maker, Matt Jeffery, is also organising a wide variety of opportunities or you 
to take part in sport and recreational activities, as well as inter-college matches for our sports 
teams. Look out for further details of sport and enrichment opportunities available to you as the 
term progresses.

One of the most important things you will need to do over the coming weeks is to decide what 
you would like to do after your current course finishes. The Next Step events on March 2 at 
Beverley and March 9 at Bridlington are your opportunity to find out more about the options 
available to you.

Finally, we are all looking forward to the opening of our new Beverley campus in September 
and I hope you are too, especially our Beverley students. If you’d like to know more about the 
campus and its facilities, please ask your tutor.

Best wishes for the New Year.

David Daulby Director of learner services, collaboration and diversity

Welcome

MORE CHOICE: Molly Cockerill, left, Samuel 
Cross, knelt, Tori Dickinson, right with Katrina 
Diamantis (Course Tutor)

New saga
begins
Travel students can now sell holidays and 
cruises from over-50s specialist Saga Travel for 
the first time.
Saga has recently extended its business from being 
solely direct sales to working with external travel 
agents, and New Horizons is one of those to 
benefit.

Travel shop manager Katrina Diamantis said: 
“I’m really pleased that New Horizons has been 
selected to offer Saga holidays.

“There is a huge market for people aged over 50 
and they now account for the majority of travel 
and tourism expenditure in the UK so we’re looking 
forward to booking Saga holidays for people in this 
age range from the Bridlington and Beverley areas.”
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Students and staff from the 
College marked a milestone 
in the construction of the new  
Beverley campus recently.

The “steel signing ceremony” 
saw them pen their names on 
the structure to make their mark 
for years to come.

Contractor Houlton is moving 
ahead rapidly with the 
construction of the campus, 
which will welcome its first intake 
of students in September 2015,  
shortly before the Flemingate 
shopping and leisure 
development is completed.

Principal Derek Branton said: 
“Our new campus is really 
starting to take shape now and 
for the first time it’s possible 

to appreciate 
the scale of the 
building and how 
it relates to the 
wider Flemingate 
development.

“There is a sense of 
anticipation growing among the 
students and staff of the College 
and we are looking forward 
to offering the same excellent 
education experience from 
a modern campus in central 
Beverley that we currently offer 
in Bridlington.”

The new campus will feature 30 
teaching rooms with specialist 
facilities and a large Learning 
Resource Centre with access to a 
wide range of digital and printed 
reference materials.

Sign at the 

top! 
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Engineering students are now benefitting from £220,000 of 
new industry standard equipment, thanks to a grant from the 
Skills Funding Agency (SFA).

The installation of the computer numerical controlled (CNC) 
equipment means that learners are working on the latest in industry 
technology and are well prepared to join the region’s workforce.

The equipment was installed at the Gallows Lane campus over the 
summer and includes new lathes, milling machines and a machining 
centre.

Engineering curriculum leader Paul Skelly said: “The students were 
so pleased to see the new equipment and they recognise how it’s 
an advantage to have worked on these machines when it comes to 
applying for jobs. 

“This really is the high quality machinery you see in the 
workplace. The fact it can be programmed means students can 
turn out precision work in a fraction of the time it takes on the 
old manual equipment.”

Each of the CNC machines can be programmed – as opposed to 
traditional operation by hand – on an integrated console or by 
uploading 3D computer-generated images.

Kayleigh Collins, 17, from 
Beverley, who is on the Level 
Three BTEC Extended Diploma 
in Manufacturing Engineering, 
said: “I love this machinery. 
It’s a lot easier than the old 
machines. I have worked on this 
kind of machinery when I did 
my work experience. 

“It will help me to get into work 
because you need to know how 
to use these machines as they 
are what the companies have.”

The grant has also paid for a 
band saw, a surface grinder and 
18 engineering science packs 
which will help tutors to teach 
topics such as tension, energy, 
friction and torsion.

IN CONTROL: Kayleigh 
Collins, using one of the new 
lathes in the workshop at 
Beverley.

£220,000 cutting edge investment pays off

Precision  

engineering:

             It’s good to be 
working with modern 
technology and 
computers. It’s quicker, 
easier and a lot more 
accurate, and you don’t 
have to keep stopping 
to measure your work 
all the time.

Michael Fisher,  
Level Three EAL Diploma 

in Engineering and 
Technology

“

“
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An East Riding College 
student has been named 
Intermediate Apprentice of 
the Year 2014 for the Yorkshire 
and Humber region.

Evie Molloy, a trainee 
accountant at Beverley 
firm Hemingway Bailey Ltd, 
picked up the accolade at an 
awards ceremony in Leeds. 
Hemingway Bailey were also 
highly commended in the 
Newcomer SME of the Year 
category.

Evie said: “I am shocked and 
amazed I have been given 
such a high-level award.  I 
really enjoy what I do with 
Hemingway Bailey, and in 
setting up my own company 
– MixEd – I hope to use the 
skills and knowledge from 
my Apprenticeship to help 
others of similar ages.”

She added: “East Riding 
College have been great to me 
over the last couple of years.  
Throughout the year I was 
taking a Business BTEC, before 
my Apprenticeship, I always 
knew I wanted to stay with 
East Riding College because 
of the support they gave me.  I 
am really grateful for my tutors 
and the College learning staff 
for everything they have done 

GRATEFUL: Evie Molloy taken with Her award and Nicola 
Cooper, head of leisure and business

for me.”

Nicola Cooper, head of 
leisure and business at the 
College, said: “We are so 
proud of Evie and what she 
has achieved, during her 
time as a full-time business 
student at the College and 
now in her Apprenticeship 
and her role at Hemingway 
Bailey.”

Evie wins regional  

award
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A College student has taken 
part in a video conference 
with HRH the Prince of Wales 
as part of a national anti-
bullying campaign.

Devan Witter, 17, from Market 
Weighton, was selected for 
the Google Hangout, which 
also featured Alex Jones from 
the BBC’s The One Show, as 
a result of work he has been 
doing for the Step Up To Serve 
charity. 

He has been working as 
an ambassador for its #iwill 
campaign, sharing his 
experience of being bullied 
earlier in his teenage years 
by speaking at schools in the 
region.

The 30-minute Hangout 
was streamed live from 
Clarence House on the British 

Monarchy YouTube channel to 
raise awareness of the work of 
the charity and the social action 
carried out by Devan and four 
more young people.

Devan, a business student at 
the College’s Beverley campus, 
said: “I found that today’s 
Hangout with HRH Prince of 
Wales was amazing – it really 
helped me to raise more 
awareness about bullying and 
also social action.

“Today’s Hangout also 
helped me to get a better 
understanding of the other 
young people involved with 
social action and the great work 
they also get up to.

“I was quite nervous about 
taking part in an interview 
with someone who is a huge 
authority figure – but I am very 

happy with the end result and 
still can’t believe I was asked 
to take part.” 

The #iwill campaign aims to 
encourage young people to 
take part in social action. 

Tracy Underwood, enrichment 
officer at the College, said: 
“The work that Devan has 
developed is marvellous for 
young people and teaching 
staff around the anti-bullying 
agenda.  

“He works very hard at raising 
awareness of the signs and 
effects of bullying with his 
website and work with young 
people.  

The full Hangout and more 
about Devan’s work can be 
found at www.devanwitter.
strikingly.com

Devan hangs 
out with royalty 

ROYAL APPOINTMENT: Devan Witter joins in the 
Google Hangout with other students from all over the 
country to raise awareness of the #iwill campaign.
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Higher education awards  
Celebrating success 2014

Graduates and their families packed the Priory Church of St Mary in Bridlington to celebrate 
the achievements of higher education students from the College.
The church was full with about 400 people attending the event, which saw students 
presented with scrolls by Principal Derek Branton in recognition of the successful 
completion of their course.

Derek said: “The ceremony was an enjoyable family occasion. We heard from many 
graduates about how their new qualifications had supported them to advance in their 
jobs or find new employment opportunities, which is exactly what these courses are 
designed for.

“It is so pleasing to see the sense of pride that this level of success at higher education 
level instils in our learners and the positive impact that is having on their lives. We are 
delighted to have supported them in their achievements.”

The winner of the student of the year award was Nigel Hooson, 50, from Scarborough, 
who studied on the BA (Hons) in Education and Professional Development in 2013/14 
and whose life over recent years demonstrates the transformational power of learning. 

Previously a lorry driver with no academic qualifications, he now possesses a Certificate 
in Education teaching qualification and the BA (Hons) in Education and Professional 
Development from the College, as well as a foundation degree and English and maths 
certificates.
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BUSY AUTUMN: Performance  
students visit the theatre (above 
and below), set up their own 
company and showcase  
performance pieces (left).

Mandy Allen has now taken up 
her post as the new guidance 
officer based at Gallows Lane.

Mandy has worked in a varied 
range of roles centred around 
young people and their 
welfare. Most recently, she 
managed two programmes for 
a well-known national charity 
that helps NEET young people 
into training, education or 
employment, covering the 
north of England.

Mandy said: “I’m still taking 
everything in but so far I’m 
really enjoying working for 
the College and meeting the 
students”.

I am already 
discovering 
that the 
benefit of 
my varied 
experience 
will not go 
unused 
within my 
role of 
guidance 
officer here at 
the College, 

and am here to listen and help 
with any academic or personal 
issues, in any way I can”

Along with our general 
responsibility to recruit, retain 

NEW FACE IN  
GUIDANCE: 
Mandy Allen

Helping students make  
informedchoices

and move learners, I am 
learning myself that it is a very 
varied job, and we are often a 
‘beacon’ for you. 

“I hope this continues, and I 
look forward to contributing 
to this amazing guidance team 
and to working with you all to 
make your College experience 
the best that it can be.”

Outside of work, she performs 
as a singer/songwriter, solo, 
acoustically and in a band. She 
is in the process of putting the 
finishing touches to her original 
material EP, ready for it to be 
distributed on iTunes. 

The performing arts department has had a 
busy autumn term and this is set to continue 
in 2015.  

They started the year by visiting two arts 
organisations: The West Yorkshire Playhouse 
and Yorkshire Dance. 

Both gave the learners an excellent insight into 
what goes on behind the scenes and how the 
departments work together.  

The day ended by attending a performance of 
Northern Ballet’s Dracula which brought out 
the theatre critic in them all.

The following week the department (led by 
the students) created its own theatre company 
called Reflections and they have been working 
on a showcase of pieces created in the studio 
during a contact improvisation module.  

Non-stop time for artists
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Hairdressing tutor Julie Hulse has achieved a top 
colouring qualification with leading industry 
brand Wella.

Julie can now officially call herself a Wella Master 
Colour Expert after successfully completing the 
four stage qualification over a year.

She had to complete each stage before moving 
onto the next and only the best were invited onto 
the final stage.

Wella says the qualification puts Julie in the 
“hairdressing elite”, offering “the highest levels of 
technical colour expertise, personal hair colour 
consultations and creativity”.

Julie said: “I’m really pleased to achieve the 
qualification and to have passed through the four 
very challenging stages.

“Of course, the most important thing is that I’ll 
now be able to pass my knowledge onto students 
and further improve the quality of what we offer.”

TECHNICALLY BRILLIANT: Julie, centre 
receiving her award at the Wella Studio, 
Manchester

Wella  
that’s different

Maths and  
          English
Recap
GCSE English students will be completing their 
first controlled assessment on imaginative 
writing currently. 

Any learners who have joined the GCSE late or 
would like an opportunity to retake in the new 
year can join a six week programme to recap on 
the module from January. They should speak to 
their English tutor for more details. 

Learners who are struggling with any aspect of 
their English or maths programme can access 
support though one of the Success Centres. 

For an appointment for one to one support e-mail 
SuccessCentre@eastridingcollege.ac.uk or drop in 
and talk to the LSA on duty.

Jo Burgess, head of English, maths and learning 
support, said: “Students can ask their English 
or maths tutor for information regarding BKSB 
tutorial support materials which can support 
their progress by using online resources to work 
independently or with support on their personal 
areas for improvement.

“We have support materials in the LRC for students 
studying English and maths, some are specific to 
their vocational studies for example the books 
‘Functional Skills in Context’ series will help them 
to see the application of English and maths for 
their chosen career.”
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Baking for  
Children in Need

Hospitality students 
did their bit for this 
year’s BBC Children in 
Need charity event. 
They raised cash by 
making scones to 
order and selling 
them to staff and 
students.  

Connor codes  
all night
Connor Wegrzyn, a first year student on the 
Foundation Degree in Computing, took part in 
the Three Thing Game at the University of Hull.

The Three Thing Game is a 24-hour challenge to 
build a computer game. The contestants play as 
part of a team and have to bid for three things on 
which to base their game. 

Connor was part of a team of three which 
included two of students studying foundation 
courses at the university. 

The aim of the challenge is to build a working 
computer game in 24 hours, using the things 
you have bid for. Connor’s three things were CAT, 
ROBOTIC and RAINBOW.

Connor’s team set about making a game where 
rainbow-coloured robotic-looking cats followed 

by a rainbow trail would shoot each other until 
dead.

Connor did the main programming part of the 
game while his team mates fed and watered him 
and generally looked after him to keep him awake.
The team came ninth out of 53 teams. 
Connor’s tutor, Tracey Murray, said: “This was quite 
an achievement for a first year team and they 
received a special commendation for their skill and 
knowledge at such an early start of their studies.”

Students from the BA in 
Contemporary Media, 
Design and Production 
attended the University 
of Hull’s Collaborative 
Provision Conference.
They took part in workshops 
and contributed towards 
consultations which will 
hopefully be considered as 
part of the development of 
a new Mobile Learning and 
Mixed Realities Network, 
which the college is part of.
Tutor Adam Corkett said: 
“This was a very valuable 
experience and the students 
learnt a lot about the use 
of media and technology in 
learning.”

Media students 
shape the future
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Tourism students have been 
learning first-hand about 
the joys of travel, thanks to 
sponsorship by P&O Ferries.
The 26 learners, studying on 
level two and three courses at 
the Beverley and Bridlington 
campuses, enjoyed a two-
night mini-cruise from Hull to 
the Belgian city of Bruges.

The aim of the trip was to 
use travel to give them 
experience, enhance their 
development and learning, 
widen their prospects and 
career plans, and to give them 
an increased knowledge 
of employment within the 
industry.

Tutor Sarah Hamilton said: 
“This was a really enjoyable 
and valuable trip for the 
students. For some of them, 
it was the first time they had 
travelled on a ferry so it was 
an excellent experience and 
we are all grateful to P&O 
Ferries for their contribution.   

“When you travel as someone 

who is learning about the 
industry, you look at things 
differently and learn so much 
about how businesses operate 
and integrate with other 
suppliers to provide a service.”

During the trip, the students 
looked at employment 
opportunities and the types of 
jobs available onboard 
ferries, visited a chocolate 
museum called Choco Story 
and took part in a walking tour 
of Bruges’ tourist highlights and 
attractions.

This will enable them to 
recommend activities to 
customers at the College’s New 
Horizons Travel Agency.

Student Annie Palmer-Lowe, 
17, from Driffield, said: “I have 
never been on a ferry before so 
I was nervous but once I arrived 
onboard all of the staff from P&O 
were very kind and welcoming.

“I particularly enjoyed the 
cabaret. I feel very confident 
now in recommending P&O 
ferries to our customers.” 

ALL ABOARD: Travel students with P&O staff on the bridge of 
the Pride of York ferry.

Sailing away
Travel students go to sea what it’s like
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Performing arts students have 
been given the inside track on 
working in the industry by a 
professional director.

Shakera Ahad, resident director 
at Freedom Studios Theatre in 
Bradford, gave a talk to learners 
at the Beverley campus about 
the reality of the arts industry 
and following a career path in 
performing arts.

She also discussed their 
ambitions, gave them advice on 
how to achieve them and the 
confidence to go out into the 
industry.

Tutor Stacey Johnstone said: 
“As a facilitator and freelance 
performer, I understand 
the importance of making 
connections to the industry as 
soon as possible and of gaining 
an awareness of what artists 
tend to have to be able to do to 
produce their own work.  

“Whilst I can give the learners 
an insight to the role of 
performer, I wanted to bring 
in a professional young female 
director to give my class.”  

She added: “Shakera gave the 
learners an engaging and 
honest insight to her career 
so far as a director and how 
essential it is to follow up any 
opportunities offered, as well as 
being persistent”.  

Shakera said: “I found the 
students to be absolutely real. 
It was inspiring for me and they 
were just fascinating – I could 
have just been with them in the 
room for hours.

“I felt the big thing I noticed 
was that ‘even with friends it’s 
possible to treat each other as 
professionals’, and they seem 
potentially capable of trying to 
do it which is rare.”

Theatre director shares her experience

INSIDE HELP: Shakera Ahad, (second from right) visits performing arts students
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College construction students have been 
working with a local business owner on a small 
scale recycling project.

The joinery apprentices have been adapting 
recycled wheelie bins into winter feeders for use 
in paddocks after being contacted by Hannah 
Caley from Meaux Livery.

Tutor Craig Leach said: “We were approached 
by Meaux Livery to adapt the wheelie bins into 
winter feeders for her outdoor paddocks.

“It’s a small scale project but the work required 
accurate measurements and cutting and drilling, 
and the safe use of portable power tools is an 
important element of the course.

“It’s also good experience for the learners to work 
with clients outside of the College environment 
and they were really pleased to be making 
something permanent that would be well used.”

Trashconverters 

...and now for something completely  
different... IT students at St Mary’s Walk take a break 

from the classroom to engage in some 
more traditional sports

IT students, left practising their American 
football skills on the MUGA.

Zak Rooley, below, taking aim during his  
archery session.
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Road safety organisations 
and emergency services 
pressed home the 
consequences of dangerous 
driving at two innovative 
events at East Riding College.

The College organised the 
“speed dating” road safety 
events in conjunction with 
the TOM Foundation, a local 
charity, to communicate 
messages about driving 
carefully to young people at 
its Beverley and Bridlington 
campuses.

It saw students talking with 
paramedics, police, firefighters 
and representatives of the TOM 
Foundation and Safer Roads 
Humber, spending five minutes 
with each before moving onto 
the next.

The College’s Enrichment 
officer Tracy Underwood said: 
“This is such an effective way to 
communicate to students the 
dangers of driving and really 
ensures they understand what 
the road safety professionals 
are saying to them.

“Rather than sitting and listening 
to presentations without 
participating, the speed dating 
format engages people in small 
groups and encourages them 
to ask questions and take part 
in discussions.”

The event continued an 
association with the TOM 
Foundation, which has worked 
with the College on a road 
safety promotional campaign 
which has been used 
regionally.

GETTING THE MESSAGE: Students with police and fire and 
rescue officers

TOM: Driving 
road safety home
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An East Riding College sports 
student has been rewarded for 
his commitment to studying 
and coaching sport with a 
pep talk by an England rugby 
union star.

Matty Lock, 17, from Hutton 
Cranswick, got a call from 
London Wasps captain James 
Haskell as a reward for the work 
he has done to promote touch 
rugby.

As well as supporting the 
College’s sport maker, Matt 
Jeffery, to organise extra-
curricular activities, he has been 
working to promote O2Touch, 
an initiative run by the Rugby 
Football Union and O2 to 
deliver touch rugby.

Matty said: “It was truly amazing 
to be able to speak to an 
England rugby player like James 
Haskell.

“The experience has provided 
me with the motivation and 
inspiration to keep going and 
fulfil the aims and targets set 
for me, which are to increase 
participation and incorporate 
O2Touch into curriculum 
lessons at the College.”

He added: “Since joining the 
College in September 2013, I 
have been heavily involved in 
extra-curricular sport, whether 
it’s participating, coaching or 
organising it. 

“Through this, Matt has 
acknowledged my willingness, 
commitment and contribution 

and provided me with the 
opportunity to coach and 
promote rugby by forwarding 
me to the RFU who trained me 
in the best ways to promote 
and run rugby in the local area.”

Matt Jeffery, the College’s sport 
maker, said: “Matty thoroughly 
deserved to be recognised for 
all the great work he has been 
doing to promote O2Touch.

“He has shown real dedication and 
commitment to his role and has 
done a lot to increase participation 
locally, and to receive a phone call 
from James Haskell will only make 
him even more motivated.”

Matty’s role is to increase 
participation in O2Touch in the 
College and local area to aid the 
sport’s growth and development 
nationally in an attempt help 

make it a sport in its own right, 
as it is in southern hemisphere 
nations like New Zealand, 
Australia and South Africa. 

As well as his work within the 
College where he has been 
promoting and preparing 
for students’ participation in 
O2Touch, outside of college he 
has been organising and testing 
a women’s only O2Touch group.

As part of his role, he has been 
using social media to log his 
activities by sharing pictures 
and latest news on Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram with 
the hashtag #O2Touch.

The call from James Haskell  
came on the back of the England 
team’s acknowledgement of  
Matty’s hard work and 
commitment.

Matty gets motivation 
through touch rugby 




