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This is a busy time of year for most of you as you complete you final assessments, finish your 
course work and prepare for examinations.
You should by now have a clear idea of what you plan to do after your course, whether you want 
to progress at East Riding College, move into employment or take the step into higher education.
If you are still unsure or are thinking of changing your mind, our advice and guidance staff and 
your course tutors are available to talk to you.
At this critical time of the year, please ensure that you have discussed with your tutor the work 
which you still have to complete and the internal progression opportunities which are available 
to you. 
Qualifications certainly give you an advantage within what is a competitive labour market and a 
period of high youth unemployment.
I hope you have enjoyed the past year at College and learnt a lot in your course and the 
additional activities that are made available to you.
If you are returning to study with us next year, enjoy your summer and we will see you in 
September. If you are moving into work or university, I would like to wish you the best of luck for 
your future.

David Daulby Director of learner services, collaboration and diversity
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    Right on 

target!
The College’s new Beverley campus, part 
of the town’s Flemingate development, is 
now nearly complete and preparations are 
being made for the opening in September.

All new and continuing Beverley learners will 
be attending classes there from induction 
week and letters will be going out to ensure 
they know when and where to attend.

The campus will feature state-of-the-art 
classrooms, a much larger learning resource 
centre and a restaurant, hair and beauty 
salon and travel agency which will serve 
members of the public.

Principal Derek Branton said: “This is a very 
exciting time for East Riding College and 
as the construction work nears completion 
we can now see how impressive the new 
campus will be.

“I am really looking forward to welcoming 
students into the new building and seeing the 
benefits of the modern learning environment 
to teaching and learning in the College.”

Students will be provided with the information 
they need to attend the new campus – 
such as public transport times and parking 
arrangements – but any questions should be 
directed to your tutor or learner services.

Site visit: Joinery students get the chance to 
take a closer look at the Flemingate development
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Smartphone 

treasure hunt
Media students at East Riding College developed a treasure hunt for the digital age 
as part of Beverley’s Tour de Yorkshire celebrations.

The fun family activity took participants on a journey through the town centre, completing a 
digital jigsaw by using their smartphone or tablet device to navigate and QR code scanner 
to download the pieces.

It was developed by degree students in association with Beverley Chamber of Trade, which 
is encouraged businesses to brighten up the town centre with colourful bikes and other 
decorations ahead of the tour passing through the town.

Ben Richardson, 22, of Beverley said: “This was a really fun and interesting project to work 
on and we hope people enjoyed taking part in the treasure 
hunt.

“A great part of studying on the degree is working on apps, 
websites and other projects like this which will be used by 
real customers, which is valuable experience.”

Lecturer Adam Corkett said: “The students have done an 
excellent job of this, bringing the traditional treasure hunt 
right up to date by using smartphone technology. 

“The students have been working under the badge of 
Enterprise Solutions, which is the college’s digital services 
enterprise.

“We’re hoping that lots of people of all ages take part and it 
really adds to the buzz around Beverley on the day the Tour 
de Yorkshire passes through.”
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A joinery student has been 
awarded £300 by Driffield 
Rotary Club to get his 
career off to the best start.

Kurtis Thorpe, 21, of 
Fridaythorpe, was chosen as 
the first recipient of an award 
from the Gordon Leason 
Carpentry Trust because of 
his positive attitude, desire to 
learn and commitment to his 
craft.

The trust was created in 
memory of Mr Leason, a 
skilled carpenter and joiner 
in Driffield, who passed away 
aged 92, leaving a bequest to 
the Rotary Club.

Awards from the trust are 
intended to help the student 

buy the expensive but 
essential tools needed to 
start out in the trade.

Kurtis said: “Joinery is what 
I’ve wanted to do since I was 
young. Originally I wanted to 
be an electrician but then I 
saw what my dad could build 
and I thought joinery was 
more like my kind of career. 

Award helps start promising
joinery career for
Kurtis

You can be more creative 
– you can shape a piece 
of wood into whatever you 
want.

“I’m really grateful to Driffield 
Rotary Club and to the 
Gordon Leason Carpentry 
Trust for this generous award 
– it’s a big help at the start of 
my career.”

Students had the chance to soak their tutors in a charity 
sponge throwing event in aid of Cancer Research UK.

Construction tutors Craig Leach, James Baron, Michael 
Clark and Dave Symonds, along with learning support 
advisors Nigel Barwick and Shellie Booth, were put in 
stocks that were made by learners so people could take 
pot shots at them in return for a donation.

Students Jordan O’Connell, Dave Willoughby, Luke 
Emerson and Nathen Bunting collected the money and 
retrieved the sponges.

Splashaid!
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What a trip to  
Disneyland

A group consisting of IT, 
business and travel students, 
with staff members Ellen 
Smuts, Tracey Murray and 
Betty Allott, travelled over 
to Disneyland Paris. 

One of the group was nearly 
left behind as they they were 
still in bed, thinking the trip 
was the following week. A 
mad dash to pack and meet 

the mini bus meant they 
didn’t miss out.

Monday was a full day in the 
beautiful city of Paris, where 
some students went ice 
skating inside the Eiffel Tower, 
others enjoyed a wander 
down the Champs-Élysées.

Tuesday was seminar day. 
The students where set 
the task of planning a new 

rollercoaster for Disneyland. 

This involved design, 
planning, marketing, theme 
development, costing and 
timings. After a day in the 
park itself, the students had 
to present their ideas to a 
Disney staff member. The 
students did a fantastic job 
and where highly praised by 
Disney.
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What a trip to  
Disneyland

Childcare students from 
East Riding College have 
been putting primary 
school pupils through their 
paces in special sports 
sessions.

The learners, who study at 
the Bridlington campus, have 
been delivering PE lessons 
to the year two children at 
nearby Bay Primary School. 

They are putting into practice 
skills and knowledge they 
have developed as part of a 
sports leadership course they 
have undertaken in addition 
to their main course.

All of the students are 
working towards a Level 
Three BTEC Diploma in 
Children’s Care, Learning and 
Development.

Charlie Vickers, 18, from 
Bridlington, said: “It’s been 
great fun leading the sports 
sessions with the children 
from Bay Primary School and 
they’ve been a joy to work 
with. 

“I think all the students 
have learnt a lot from these 
lessons and we look forward 
to putting what we’ve learnt 
into practice in future.”

Bay Primary teacher Martin 
Shepherd said: “The students 
have been helping year two 
pupils develop not only in sport 
and PE but in their social and 
communication skills. 

“The girls are doing an 
excellent job and the pupils 
are really enjoying the lessons 
and skills they are working 
on.”

Playing and  
learning

together
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East Riding College 
students took the top two 
places in a competition to 
create clothing exclusively 
from recycled materials.

Fashion student Chloe 
Frampton, 17, came first in 
the year 12 and 13 category 
of East Riding of Yorkshire 
Council’s Let’s Waste Less 
Textiles contest with her 
purple Victorian steam 
punk-style evening dress. 
Her prize was a dressmaking 
mannequin.

Kym Sadler, 31, a mature 
student from the College, was 
one of two runners-up, with 
her denim and cotton dress 
inspired by the 1950s era.

Fashion tutor Joy Verda 
said: “I’m delighted that 
our students did so well 
in this year’s competition. 
“Chloe and Kym have 

created beautiful dresses 
out of unwanted materials. 
They really do demonstrate 
their flair for design and 
dressmaking, not to mention 
their technical expertise.”

One of the most eye-catching 
dresses was made by Fiona 
Burton, 17, who also attends 
the College, who made her 
outfit out of dozens of used, 
dried teabags.

Recycled fashion
winners

Foundation learners at 
East Riding College raised 
£150 for the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation.

The students planned, 
organised and ran a tombola, 
with prizes donated by other 
learners and local businesses, 
along with a cake stall.

Tutor Steve Lesko said: “The 
learners did a great job of 
planning and organising this 
fundraising activity. 

“It was good fun and 
they benefitted from the 
experience, and, of course, 

it was great to raise money 
for the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation.”

Money for wishes
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An East Riding College 
student has won a regional 
apprentice award from 
the Institute of the Motor 
Industry (IMI) for the 
second year in a row.

James Paton, 21, from 
SHAW Motor Vehicle 
Engineers of Driffield, won the 
overall apprentice of the year 
award in the IMI’s Hull and 
District Member Association 
Apprentice Awards.

James was nominated by 
his tutor and assessor, Glenn 

 
James
wins top  
award again

Jensen, for his work ethic 
and top notch practical skills.

James said: “I’ve always 
enjoyed coming to college 
and have learnt a lot since 
starting the apprenticeship.

“The knowledge and 
experience I have gained 
from both my work 
colleagues and my tutor 
have enabled me to progress 
within the industry to where I 
am today.”

Glenn said: “James has 
worked really hard during his 

time with the College, over 
the course of an intermediate 
and an advanced 
apprenticeship, both of which 
he has now completed.

“He has shown excellent 
knowledge of motor vehicle 
engineering, he is really 
good practically and he was 
committed to improving his 
English and maths, which are 
skills employers expect today, 
even in practical roles. “

Travel and tourism learners 
benefitted from a training 
session on good customer 
service from Yorkshire 
Passion. 

Yorkshire Passion is a service 
quality training programme 
created by internationally 
acclaimed playwright John 
Godber.

The aim of the programme 

is to further develop quality of 
service and instil a passion for 
tourism in the region among 
frontline staff by increasing their 
knowledge about what Hull 
and East Yorkshire has to offer.

The session took place at the 
College’s Bridlington campus 
and was also attended by local 
businesses.

Tutor Katrina Diamantis said: “It 

taught the students about 
customer service by using 
role plays as well as giving 
talks which the students 
found interesting and fun. 

“The guys who did the role 
plays were professional 
actors. One of the actresses 
was Una McNulty, who 
played Josie Hodge in 
Coronation Street.”  

Yorkshire Passion boosts  
local knowledge
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Further  
Education  
Awards
2015
Outstanding achievements were recognised at the College’s annual 
awards ceremony.

The event saw 47 students, employers and staff each presented with a 
glass trophy and a gift voucher at the ceremony at The Spa Bridlington.

Winners came from all over the East Riding and Hull and ranged from 
younger students in full-time further education to adults who were 
studying as part of their job.

Stories ranged from those who had simply excelled throughout their 
course to those who had overcome significant personal difficulties to 
be successful.

There were also awards for employers in recognition of their 
commitment to workforce development and East Riding College 
employees who use their own professional development for the 
benefit of learners.

Principal Derek Branton said: “We heard some truly inspirational stories 
about students who were on their way to university, were progressing 
to higher levels of study at the College, had overcome challenges to 
succeed or had used their learning to benefit their job role.”

“It is very pleasing to recognise the commitment of employers who 
partner with the College to train their staff and ensure the professional 
effectiveness of their workforce. 

“The event is also an opportunity to thank our own staff for their 
excellent achievements and the ongoing dedication they show to their 
professional development.”

The evening began with the College’s Annual General Meeting, 
in which Mr Branton looked back on a very successful 2013-2014 
academic year.

The awards ceremony was then led by Vice Principal Andrew Wren 
and Director of Human Resources Barbara Collinson, with the awards 
presented by Alex Denholm, Vice Chair of the Corporation
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St Mary’s Walk
Fantasy hair winners 

1st  Beth Bemrose  

2nd  Michelle Purvis 

3rd   Pamela Wasylkowska   

In-house hair competition
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Gallows Lane
Winners 

1st  Sue Rogers - Historical Hair 

2nd   Ebony Allen - Fantasy Hair

3rd   Jaydeen Douglas - Fantasy Hair

In-house hair competition
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IT students at East Riding 
College have donated £90 
to the RSPCA after raising 
funds by washing cars.

The learners, who are 
studying on level two 
and three courses at the 
Bridlington campus, wanted 
to raise money for animals 
in the local area and chose 
to make a donation to the 
chosen charity of Mayor 
Shelagh Finlay.

Students at East Riding 
College are encouraged to 
take part in fundraising or 

Cleaning cars  
helps make a difference for animals

activities which benefit the 
community as part of their 
course.

Tutor Tracey Murray said: 
“The students did a great job 

and washed more than 30 
cars to raise the money. We 
are very pleased to be able 
to make a donation to the 
RSPCA.”

Students have been learning 
about emotional wellbeing 
and mental health in young 
people, thanks to a link-up 
with a national charity.

Tutorial sessions have been held 
with YoungMinds to give learners 
an opportunity to discuss issues 
around mental health, give their 
opinions and learn how to help 
people with mental health issues.

Jacob Drydale, a health and 
social care student, said: “The 
tutorial was very enjoyable and I 
believe, for those without much 

knowledge on the subject, it 
was very enlightening on the 
issues of mental health that 
young people face these days.”
Enrichment officer Tracy 
Underwood said: “Mental health 
has been increasingly in the public 
eye over recent years and we 
know that young people suffer 
just as adults do.
“These workshops were an 

excellent opportunity to talk to 
learners about mental health 
and wellbeing, to hear what 
they had to say and to talk 
about how we might help 
people who need it.”

YoungMinds is the UK’s leading 
charity committed to improving 
the emotional wellbeing and 
mental health of children and 
young people. 

Young  
Minds:
understanding 
mental health
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A former East Riding College sports 
student was named coach of the year at the 
Bridlington Free Press Sports Awards – a 
category sponsored by the College.
Rebecca Bolton, (above centre) was 
presented with the award by sports tutor 
Alex Bell (above right) at the ceremony held 
at Bridlington Rugby Club.

She was chosen as winner – the first female 
to receive it – because of her work with 
Burlington Jackdaws under-9 football team.

Several parents had sent in glowing 
nominations for her, highlighting her 
dedication to the team, the pride players and 

Rebecca’s  
top coach
Bridlington Free 
Press Awards 2015

parents have in the team and their respect for 
her, which she has earned through her skills 
and dedication.
Alex said: “I was delighted to be able to 
present the award the College sponsored to a 
former student.
“Rebecca’s citation showed how highly she 
is regarded by parents and players alike, and 
it’s nice to think that her time at the College 
helped her to become the coach she is today.”

The College’s “Team Green” enjoyed a fantastic afternoon of touch rugby at the University of Hull, 
coming runners up in a 10 team event, losing only one game, to eventual winners Selby College. 
The boys saved their best rugby of the season for this final competition, seeing off the likes of 
Bishop Burton, Franklin, Hull College and Selby ‘B’ before a narrow defeat to an impressive Selby 
1st team in the final. 
The College’s “Light Blues” had a tougher afternoon but can hold their heads up high after 
pushing some of their more experienced rivals very close, including an agonisingly close 2 – 1 
loss to Selby College. Well done to all those who took part.

Greens  
& blues:
Hard afternoon at 
University of Hull
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The student netball team, made up from 
players from child care and sports studies, 
overcame the illustrious staff all-stars at sports 
day in a gutsy performance which defied the 
atrocious weather conditions. 

Big performances from Sam Stubbs, who must 
surely be attracting attention from some of the 
region’s top clubs, Lizzie Stadler and Ellis Hodges 
always had the staff on the back foot and with 
Beth Aryton resolute in defence, Charlotte 
Thompson, the staff’s most potent weapon, found 
herself completely nullified.  

The staff have a lot of rebuilding to do, and may 
need a clear out this summer if they are to stand 
any chance of reclaiming the title next year after 
this morale crushing 17–8 defeat. 

The staff football team didn’t fare much better 
and, despite huffing and puffing, couldn’t handle 
the pace and guile of the energetic student team. 

Early goals from Craig Webb and Luke Wilson had 
alarm bells ringing for the staff, however once the 
towering Andy Brown had come to terms with the 
pace of the game he rallied his back four to restrict 
the students to long range efforts. 

The goal of the game came just seconds before 
the half time whistle with the evergreen Mike 
Farline thundering the ball into the top corner …
of his own goal, giving the students a 3–0 half 
time lead. The introduction of Alex Bell and Brett 
George gave the staff a more combative edge 
for the second half and some lovely interplay 
between Ash Allanson and the lively Alex Bell on 
the edge of the students’ box saw Joe Johnson roll 
back the years to stroke the ball into the back of 
the net. 

Any thoughts of a staff come-back were quickly 
quashed however when Olly Newby took 
advantage of some tired defending to poke home 
from a corner to give the students a well-deserved 
4 – 1 victory.  

A good day for students
at the College sports day

Pictures show student captains, Luke Wilson and 
Craig Webb, Goal Mouth shambles and the Netball 
girls
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A group of young engineers 
have successfully earned 
apprenticeships through 
a scheme operated by the 
College,
The learners, aged between 
16 and 18, applied for 
apprenticeships with 
the College but did not 
meet some of the criteria 
necessary to secure one.

They were offered a “pre-
apprenticeship” (also known 
as a traineeship), which 
included work experience 
with a local firm and support 
with essential skills, and all 
have now been taken on as 
an apprentice by their work 
experience employer.

Motor vehicle tutor Glenn 
Jensen said: “These learners 
were really keen to work and to 
develop their skills through 
an apprenticeship but 
needed a little support to 
reach the required standard.

“By completing a pre-
apprenticeship, they have 
improved their English and 
maths, and their employability 
skills.

“The employers have 
effectively been able to 
conduct an extended work 
trial and job interview, and have 
now taken on as apprentices 
young people who have 
proven themselves to be able 
and reliable workers.”

One of the learners is 
apprentice mechanic Callum 
Clark, 18, from Beverley, who 
now works for Andrew Self 
Drive in the town.

He said: “When I applied for 
the apprenticeship, I didn’t 
have the work skills I needed 
so the pre-apprenticeship 
enabled me to come to 
College to get the skills I 
needed. I’m now on the 
apprenticeship and really 
enjoying it.”

MAKING IT REAL: Pre-apprenticeships create hands-on  
opportunities for students

Pre-apprenticeships 
make a difference

Media learners played a vital 
part in Beverley Musical 
Theatre’s £25,000 production 
of Singin’ in the Rain at Hull 
New Theatre in June.

The media students are going, 
along with cast members, to 
Burton Constable Hall to film 
fencing and acting silent movie 
scenes which formed part of the 
show. 

Hair and beauty learners 
were also be involved, as they 
do hair and make-up for all 
the company’s productions, 
including the annual 
pantomime. 

Early years tutor Alison White, 
who is chairman of Beverley 
Musical Theatre said: “I’m really 
pleased that College students 
are involved in this production. 

“Not only is it a great way of 
working with a community 
group but it also shows people 
outside the College just how 
adaptable and versatile our 
learners are.”

ON LOCATION: Media  
students filming at Burton 
Constable Hall

it’s what 
we do
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Students took part in a range 
of cultural and religious 
activities as part of their 
Equality and Diversity Month.

Activities were held throughout 
the month at both the Gallows 
Lane campus in Beverley and in 
St Mary’s Walk, Bridlington. 

Learners had the chance 
to enhance their learning 
experience with activities which 
combined fun with personal 
and group development. 

The activities included an 
introduction to Indian culture 
and the opportunity to learn 
more about issues affecting 

the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender communities, 
guide dogs, mental health, 
the traveller community and 
equality and diversity in sport.  

A wide range of food dishes 
from countries and cultures 
around the world was served 
in the College refectories 
throughout the week, allowing 
learners to try national dishes 
they may not have experienced 
before.  

The Living Faith Library workshop 
provided learners with the 
opportunity to find out about 
a wide range of religions and 

what people of different faiths 
believe and why they believe.  

Enrichment officer Tracy 
Underwood said: “We’ve had 
some really good feedback 
from students about the 
activities that have been taking 
place during Equality and 
Diversity Month.

“As well as helping them to do 
well in their course, we want 
to ensure our learners develop 
into well-rounded young 
adults, and having a broad 
understanding of issues such as 
faith, sexuality and health is an 
important part of that.”

Religious and cultural activities  
broaden students’

 horizons
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A long-serving East Riding College governor 
has been awarded the MBE for services to 
further education in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours.

Alex Denholm, 83, of Walkington, was chosen for 
the honour after serving as a governor of East 
Riding College for 22 years, much of the time as 
vice chairman.

Mr Denholm said: “I was surprised and I feel 
proud for the College. I put a lot of work in for the 
College but I also got a lot out of it.

“It’s a sheer pleasure to be engaged with an 
educational establishment which has such 
an excellent reputation for taking learners 
and helping them to progress into gainful 
employment and higher education.”

He added: “I have been privileged to work with 
so many nice and talented people and met such 
a large number of wonderful students.

“I’m so proud that, having brought about a 
wonderful new campus in Bridlington in 2009, 
that we will also have a fantastic campus for 
Beverley from September.”

Principal Derek Branton said: “Alex has been 
a tireless advocate of further education and 
thoroughly deserves the MBE for the significant 
positive effect he has had on the lives of so many 
people of all ages.

“We are very fortunate to have benefitted from 
Alex’s keen insight and astute judgement for 
many years in which he has given up his own 
time for the good of individual learners and the 
further education sector both regionally and 
nationally.”

Alex’s hard work for the College is   

rewarded

Thank you to everyone 
who supported the  
“Bake Off” which was 
organised by the catering 
students for their 
Enterprise Project.  
They raised £190 for the 
charity “Hospitality Action”

Bake off  
is a success
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Catering have donated more 
than £350 to charity, following 
a number of fundraising 
activities at the Bridlington 
campus.

They raised £250 for St 
Catherine’s Hospice in 
Scarborough by holding an 
afternoon tea-themed lunch 
and raffle.

They chose St Catherine’s to 
receive the money because of 
the assistance the charity gave 
to one learner’s grandad.

A further two groups of students 
raised a total of £120 for Cancer 
Research UK by baking and 
selling cakes and other treats.

Catering tutor Hayley Porteus 
said: “The students did a fantastic 

job of organizing these activities 
and we are delighted to be able 
to present more than £350 to 
these worthy charities.”

The activities were all organised 
by mixed groups of learners 
from courses in catering and 
hospitality at levels one, two and 
three, all studying at the campus 
in St Mary’s Walk, Bridlington.

Archers afternoon tea
helps local hospice

If you have a story for inclusion in Student Life, please let us know. We are keen 
to hear about your personal achievements and accomplishments at College, as 

well as appropriate lighter stories.
Send your pictures and stories, and any comments or suggestions, to  
matthew.croshaw@eastridingcollege.ac.uk or call (01482) 390720.

Got a story? share it


