
Pearson BTEC Nationals

Diploma
& Extended Diploma in 
Art & Design Practice



This new art and design qualification has been designed to encourage explorative working processes 
that enable deep engagement and confidence with your art projects.  Developing a range of creative 

skills is really important to advance your individuality as an artist and/or designer so you will be 
encouraged to continually re-assess your work to deepen your understanding of art and design 

practice. This will give you the opportunity to add levels of refinement and sophistication to your 
practice as you progress. The qualification also supports learners to become confident in taking 

ownership of and responsibility for their projects.

There are four assessment units across the specification
2 in Year 1 & 2 in Year 2

Year One (540 Diploma)
Exploring and Developing Art and Design Skills 

A1 Skills Development  

Year One (540 Diploma)
Exploring and Developing Art and Design Skills  

A2 Creative Project 

Year Two (Extended Diploma) 
Advancing Creative Practice
B1 Personal Progression

Year Two (Extended Diploma) 
Advancing Creative Practice 
B2 Creative Industry Response.



• Just having 4 assessment units over the 2 years 
allows for largescale projects and provides a 
holistic learning experience. 

• The 1st year 540 Diploma, is equivalent to 1.5 
‘A’ Levels.

• You then have the option of staying for the 
second year to complete the Extended 
Diploma, (equivalent to three A Levels) that 
meets entry requirements for learners who 
want to progress to a range of higher education 
courses in art and design areas. The course will 
help you develop the knowledge and skills 
required for creative degree courses, including: 
• problem solving • teamwork • project work • 
presentation • analytical skills • creative 
development.

• You will complete an extensive portfolio that 
showcases your skills and knowledge will 
prepare you for progression whether that is 
Higher Education or self-employment.

The structure of this new qualification is 
in keeping with current industry practice 
and university teaching and assessment. 



What will I study?

• In order to enable and encourage multidisciplinary practice 
and integration of all the relevant skills that learners want 
to develop, traditional and non-traditional techniques will 
be practised through the following

• Exploring and Developing Art and Design Skills,  Skills Development,  
Creative Projects

• Advancing Creative Practice,  Personal Progression,  Creative Industry 
Response

• There are no specific pathways within the course structure but you will be given the 
opportunity to experiment within a wide range of subjects, techniques and methods 
experiencing aspects of fine art, graphics, illustration, textiles and fashion



How will I be assessed?

• These courses are 100% internally set and assessed through 
practical activities and written coursework and the development 
of a portfolio. Course work and practical assessments are based 
on live assignments where appropriate.



Entry requirements

• Entry requirements
Four GCSEs grade A*-C/4- 9 to include English
Or level two diploma (merit)
Or first diploma (merit)
Or NVQ level two
Or equivalent
Or on successful interview



What next?

• The qualification attracts UCAS Tariff points and meets the admission
requirements for most relevant courses, such as visual
communication, digital media, art subjects, product design, interior
and architecture, fashion and textiles. This includes our related Level
Four BTEC Higher National Certificates, the Level Five BTEC Higher
National Diploma in Art and Design (fashion, graphic design and
interactive media pathways are also available) the BA (Hons) in Media,
Design and Production.



Next Steps

• Students from East Riding College have progressed onto 
BA courses in, Graphics, Fine Art, Product Design, Visual 
Communication, Illustration, Design for Interiors, 
Contemporary Crafts (Ceramics and Jewellery), Textiles, 
Surface Pattern (fabric/wallpaper & wrap) Photography, 
Fashion Design, Merchandising, Marketing, Buying & 
Retail Studies, Costume for Stage, TV and Screen, Styling 
and more. 

• Some students have gone on directly to employment and 
self-employment or onto a Foundation degree or our own 
HNC/HND in Fashion & the BA (Hons) in Media, Design 
and Production options which then give you the 
opportunity to go on to a top up degree course.

• These qualifications are accepted by Universities and we 
have had 100% success in students getting into university. 

• (Universities our students have progressed to include: 
Huddersfield, Newcastle Northumbria, Hull College of Art 
& Design, Hull University, Scarborough School of Art 
(affiliated to Grimsby) for Costume, Cleveland College of 
Art & Design, Norfolk, Lincoln, the London School of 
Fashion Kingston, Wolverhampton, York St John, York 
University, Derby, Manchester Met, Southampton, 
Sheffield, Leeds University)



Live Projects in 2019/20
Live projects have included being involved in the Largest Drawing of 
the year project on the South Beach, organising the Lantern Parade 

in Bridlington’s Old Town and exhibiting in the Alex May Gallery. 
In Lockdown, student’s have entered the National Portrait Gallery’s 

‘Hold Still’ Competition



Work experience
All our learners are expected to 
undertake around 30 hours of 
work experience during the 
year.
We will help you to create and 
produce a CV which you can use 
to find valuable work 
experience.
Work experience will help you to 
improve and develop personal and 
transferable skills.
You can this experience to your CV 

• ‘Enterprise’ project
• We expect all of our learners to participate and undertake 

in their tutor group an enterprising activity.
• An enterprising activity could be or involve for examples:

• Raising money and awareness for a charitable cause
• Doing something for others without the expectation of a rewards

• It is up to your tutor group to come up with an idea, plan it, and 
then do it.

• This can be very rewarding and again it is something that can be 
put onto your CV.



Head for success!

• We discuss the following in the first tutorials to involve everybody about agreed studio
practise and respect but as a basic requirement we expect all course members to –

• Attend all your timetabled sessions
• Be punctual
• Bring the right equipment to class
• Notify your tutor if you cannot come into college for any reason
• Talk to your tutor regularly
• Abide by College policies and guidelines
• And be confident that the college is a safe environment in which to come and study!



How can I find 
out more? 

Email us!

• Art & Design - Joy Verda
jonathon.hobson@eastridingcollege.ac.uk

• Learner Services  Lesley Culpan
Lesley.culpan@eastridingcollege.ac.uk

•

• Or Email: info@eastridingcollege.ac.uk
Tweet: @ercollege

• Facebook: www.facebook.com/eastridingcollege
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